
HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY LIBRARY  

ELECTRONIC RESOURCE USE POLICY 

In addition to the University’s Acceptable Use Policy, the use of many electronic resources 

provided by Hofstra University libraries such as subscriptions and digital material is governed by 

license agreements negotiated between the University and publishers or other third parties. These 

licenses may impose greater restrictions on use of the electronic resource than copyright law.  

Licenses generally prohibit large-scale or systematic downloading of articles or other 

information, certain sharing of articles or other information with other individuals, and using 

articles or information for commercial purposes.  Users should be aware that publishers may 

monitor the use of their electronic resources to ensure that the terms of the license agreement are 

enforced.  

Access to or use of subscription digital resources is governed by the University’s Acceptable Use 

Policy and may be further restricted by the publisher under the applicable license.  Any questions 

about specific licensing restrictions for any subscription or other digital resource may be referred 

to Howard Graves, Director of Library and Information Services.   

In addition to the terms of the University’s Acceptable Use Policy, the following uses of licensed 

content are prohibited, except as otherwise permitted or provided by applicable law or the 

license: 

 remove, obscure or alter any copyright or other notices, trademarks, logos, service marks 

or any other proprietary rights appearing in or on the licensed content, 

 update, change, revise, adapt, modify, translate, transform or create any derivative work 

of the licensed content, 

 re-distribute, reproduce, or transmit the licensed content by any means including 

electronic (e. g., via e-mail, FTP) nor post it on personal or public websites or on public 

networks, 

o except that users may transmit to a third party colleague reasonable amounts of 

licensed content solely for user’s personal educational, scientific or research 

purposes and in no case for resale 

 systematically download any licensed content, use routines designed to continuously and 

automatically search and index the licensed content (full text and meta data), such as 

web-crawling or spider programs or engage in any activity likely to burden the platforms 

 directly or indirectly use or assist any third party to use the licensed content for any 

commercial or monetary purposes including without limitation any sale, resale, loan, 

transfer or upload of the licensed content to a commercial entity’s internet website, or 

otherwise charge a fee for access; or 

 otherwise use the licensed content in a manner that would infringe the copyright or other 

proprietary rights contained therein. 

https://www.hofstra.edu/pdf/about/it/edtech/acceptable-use-guidelines.pdf


Infringement of these basic restrictions may prompt a publisher to deny access to their licensed 

content to the entire Hofstra University community.  This policy is subject to change from time 

to time. 
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